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Mr.  President,  Gentlemen  of  the  Society, 

Gentlemen. 


1  HE  Subject,  upon  which  I  have  now  the  Honour  to 
addrefs  you,  comprehends  the  mod  important  Interefls 


of  Humanity.  Civil  and  religious  Liberty  have  been,  no  Ids, 
eminent  for  the  noble  Patrons  of  their  Caufe,  than  for  thofe, 
who  have  endeavoured  to  fubvert  their  beneficial  Effects. 
13ut  fenfible  of  my  own  Inability  to  do  Juftice  to  a  Theme  fo 
extenfive  in  its  Nature,  fenfible  of  the  Danger  which  awaits 
the  timid  Adventurer,  into  Trails  feklom  frequented  by  the 
fcarce  fledged  Genius,  I  tear,  left  with  Dsedalian  Wings,  I 
fhall  tall  the  Victim  ot  this  premature  Attempt.  Upon  your 
Candour  and  Benignity  I  folely  rely.  That  Benevolence, 


which  directs  the  wife  and  good  will  ever  defend,  even  the 


waxen  Pinion  againlt  the  penetrating  Rays  of  the  Critic. 

Many  and  various  are  the  Incentives  to  Action  in  the  hu¬ 
man  Breaft.  Penury  and  Oppreflion  mutt  ever  call  forth  the 
Exertions  of  the  Mind.  That  Principle  alfo,  which  unites 
Man  to  Man,  and  forms  Communities  prefervative  of  thofe 
Rights,  which  are  moft  effential  to  the  Happinefs  of  the  hu¬ 
man  Race,  foon  defigned  the  beneficent  Plan,  foon  projected 
the  equal  Law.  For  in  a  State  of  Nature,  where  Anarchy 
wantoned  with  ungoverned  Rage,  Freedom  and  Independency 
were  expofed  to  Infult  and  Violence.  The  active  Soul,  kind¬ 
ling  with  public  Virtue,  communicated  its  fearching  Flame, 
refined  natural  Liberty  into  civil  Society,  Uncertainty  into 
the  fecure  Enjoyment  of  Property,  and  Danger  into  an  Afy- 
lum  ana  in  ft  all  Invafion  Thus  from  mutual  Confent  arofe 

t  D 

the  Body  politic.  In  this  early  State,  the  rude  Senate  met 
beneath  the  umbrageous  Oak,  and,  there,  what  Equity  re¬ 
quired,  juftice  adminiftered.  Few  were  Offences,  few  thofe 
unworthy  joys  which  deaden  the  Senfe  and  devour  the 
afp-iring  Faculties.  The  Enforcement  of  Law  demanded  but 
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little  Affiflance  from  the  Hand  of  the  Magiftrate,  till  Fraud 
and  Rapine  violated  domeftic  Peace,  and  thirfted  after  kind¬ 
red  Blood.  Thus  relaxed,  the  Sinews  of  Government  requir¬ 
ed  a  ftridler  Tenfion. 

The  fame  Motives  which  induced  Man  to  alienate  thofe 
precarious  Rights  which  a  State  of  Nature  afforded,  would 
alfo  prompt  him  to  fecure  Rich  as  his  Entrance  into  Society 
had  left  unimpaired.  To  effect  this,  determinate  Lav/s  muff 
afcertain  the  exadt  Lines  which  fhould  circumfcribe  his  civil 
Liberty.  That  Part  of  his  natural  Liberty,  which  not  only 
Neceffity  but  Juflice  required,  he  therefore  appropriates  to 
the  Safety  and  Profperity  of  Society.  What  he  thus  donates 
becomes  the  Right  of  the  Legiflature ;  what  he  referves  con- 
ftitutes  that  civil  Liberty  which  cannot  be  diminiihed  either 
by  the  Ruffian  Hand  of  the  fclf-deputed  Tyrant,  or  by  thofe 
ambitious  Deeds  which  ftrike  Mankind  with  Horror.  I  will 
here  beg  Leave  to  introduce  the  Sentiments  of  that  great 
Luminary,  whofe  intellectual  Splendor  burft  forth  upon  the 
moral  World,  already  enlightened,  “  like  another  Morning 
onMidnoonP  “Though  Men,  when  they  enter  into  Society, 
give  up  the  Equality,  Liberty,  and  executive  Power  they  had 
in  a  State  of  Nature,  into  the  Hands  of  Society,  to  be  fo  far 
difpofed  of  by  the  Legiflature,  as  the  Good  of  Society  ffiall 
require  ;  yet  it  being  only  with  an  Intention,  in  every  one,  the 
better  to  fecure  himfeff,  his  Liberty  and  Property  (for  no  ra¬ 
tional  Creature  can  be  fuppofed  to  change  his  Condition  with 
an  Intention  to  be  worfe)  the  Power  of  Society  or  Legiflature, 
conftituted  by  them,  can  never  be  fuppofed  to  extend  farther 
than  the  common  GoodR  Thus  the  Extent,  as  well  as  the 
Duration  of  legiflative  Power,  ultimately  terminates  in  the 
Will  oi  the  People.  They  are  the  original  Springs  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  they  are  the  firft  and  only  Principles,  by  which 
the  whole  mull  be  regulated.  That  theie  Principles  may  b 
contemned,  that  the  Laws  of  a  free  Eflabliihment  may  b 
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defpoiled  of  all  their  falutary  Terrors,  that  the  Violence  of 
lome,  from  their  Superiority  of  Wealth,  and  the  Reftleffnefs 
of  others,  from  a  guilty  Poverty,  may  endanger  a  State,  are 
the  dear  bought  Leiions  of  every  Age.  But  the  Feelings  of  a 
People  are  the  fare  ft  Indicatives  of  their  growing  Oppreflions. 
To  this  End,  they  fhould  ever  keep  in  View  their  own  Im¬ 
portance,  the  Sight  of  which  once  loft,  Slavery,  like  a 
fecond  Scylla,  unarmed,  unaflayled,  tramples  under  Foot  the 
moft  valuable  Rights  of  Freedom. 

Nor  is  the  Authority  of  the  civil  Officer  of  a  more  extenfive- 
Nature.  It  is  determined  by  certain  eftablilhed  Laws,  and 
not  by  extemporary  Decrees.  The  Waves  might  roll  regardlefs 
or  the  Command  of  an  infatuated  Xerxes,  but  the  Magi  ft  rate 
muftobey.  *  I  hus  far  {halt  thou  go,  and  no  farther.'’  In  another 
Place  it  nath  been  obferved  by  the  Author  already  quoted,  that 
this  Power  hath  no  other  End  but  Prefervation ;  and  there¬ 


fore  can  never  have  a  Right  to  deftroy,  enflave  or  defignedly 
to  impoverifli  the  Subjed.  The  Obligations  of  the  Law  of 
Nature  ceafe  not  in  Society,  but  in  many  Cafes  are  drawn 
clofer,  and  have,  by  human  Laws,  known  Penalties  annexed 
to  them  to  enforce  their  Obfervation.”  Thus  the  Law  of 
Nature  (lands  as  an  external  Rule  to  all  Men,  Maniftrates  as 
well  as  others.  It  can  require  in  this  Affembly  no  Apology  to 
deliver  the  Sentiments  of  one,  who  not  only  fupportecl  the 
Caufe  of  Freedom  by  the  Exertions  of  the  moft  manly  Genius, 
but  who  glorioufly  cxpofed  himfelf  to  Death  in  its  Defence. 

The  Laws  of  every  Place  fhew  what  the  Power  of  the  re- 
fpedive  Magiftratc  is,  and  by  declaring  how  much  is  allowed 
to  him,  declare  what  is  denied  ;  for  he  has  not  that  which 
he  has  not;  and  is  to  be  accounted  a  Magiftrate  only  whilft 
he  exercifcs  that  which  he  has.”  When  that  Authority,  which 
ought  to  be  the  Fountain  of  Truth,  Juftice  and  Mercy,  be¬ 
comes  the  Source  of  Falfehocd,  Oppreffion  and  Cruelty,  it  is 
then  'Fime  to  roufe  the  ftrongeft  Pafllons  of  the  Soul,  to  call 
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into  Action  every  public,  every  private  Virtue.  Biftrefs, 
like  Merit,  will  intereft  the  generous  Mind.  A  People,  ftrug- 
gling  with  their  Fate,  though  the  Victims  of  their  own  Error, 
muit  kindle  into  Life  the  Patriot’s  Fire.  How  much  more 
than  glorious,  then,  to  fave  the  weak,  protect  the  juft,  dafh 
down  prefumptuous  Vice,  deprefs  the  wicked,  and  exalt  the 


good! 


The  Authority  of  the  People  is  the  beft  corrective  of  the 
Diforders  of  a  State.  Tempered  by  Reafon,  it  gives  a  proper 
Qmtroul  to  Magiftracy,  both  executory  and  judicial.  ‘‘True 
Liberty  is  twinned  with  right  Reafon,  the  dwells  with  her, 
and,  from  her,  hath  no  dividual  Being.”  Thus  influenced, 
civil  Liberty  becomes  the  Parent  of  every  focial  Bleffing,  in¬ 
vigorates  the  Mind,  gives  it  a  bold  and  noble  Turn,  unre- 
ftrained  by  the  moil  diftant  Idea  of  Controul.  Hence  Greece 
beheld  the  Perfian  Pride  exhaufted,  afllicted,  fallen.  Hence 
each  Virtue  triumphed  in  her  native  Air,  each  Science  dif- 
fufed  o’er  Life  a  gladdening  Light,  “  each  Art  was  Nature.” 
Hence  the  Spartan  Valour,  relied  immoveable  as  an  Ifthmus, 
at  the  renowned  Pafs,  while  the  confcious  Ocean,  covered, 
with  Perfian  Sail,  flood  motionlefs.  Hence,  alfo,  the  Sons 
of  Athens  difplayed,  m  the  Field  of  -Marathon,  that  Intrepi¬ 
dity,  which  future  Times  niufl  yet  adore.  Hail  Rujfell ! — 
England’s  Boaft,  O  Sydney  hail!  There,  blafted  with  Excels 
of  Tyranny,  funk,  indignant,  a  generous,  noble  Soul.  But 
though  Petting,  like  the  Moon,  in  Blood,  he  arofe  to  fhine 
with  ftill  encreafing  Radiance. 

Social  Inftitutions  require  a  preventive  Operation  as  well  as 
a  Remedial.  An  unexpected  Cloud  may  render  Government 
languid  and  ineffective.  It  is  not  enough  that  the  executive 
Power  be  duly  tempered:  The  'lea ft  Concefhon  may  deftroy 
its  Tranquillity.  They  who  are  verfed  in  the  political  Sky, 
will  trace  the  Storm  as  it  gathers  from  the  very  Edge  of  the 

When  inch  a  Provifion  p  wanting,  the  Subltance  of 
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Freedom  may  be  attenuated  into  Shadow,  and  the  Machine  of 
State  converted  into  a  Ladder  for  the  ambitious.  By  thefe 
Means  did  the  Predeceffors  of  our  Royal  Founder  attempt  to 
gain  the  utmoft  Bound.  To  the  Annals  of  his  Reign,  I  need 
not  refer  you.  A  Slave  to  that  Superftition  which  defecrates 
.Humanity,  fubjedt  to  Paflions  of  the  blacked  Dye;  his  only 
Merit  that  he  degraded  by  no  public  Virtue  the  Race  from 
whence  he  fprang.  The  adlive  Eye  of  Government  lay  clofed. 
The  Voice  of  Law  was  heard  no  more.  Vice  rioted  with 
Impunity,  Perjury  received  its  Sanction  from  regal  Authority, 
the  Perverfion,  nay  the  Abolition  of  juftice  triumphed  under 
the  Aufpices  of  Jefferies  and  of  James.  Nor  dopt  the  Tyrant 
here.  Religion  in  Chains,  prophetically  fad,  beheld  the  im¬ 
pending  Blow.  But  in  vain  do  we  trace  the  Horrors  of  his 
Reign.  Britain  awoke,  as  from  a  Dream,  waved  the  Stand¬ 
ard  of  Freedom,  “dallied  his  idle  Hopes,  and  bad  his  afpir- 
ing  Heart  be  low.” 

“He  fled — and  with  him  fled  the  Shades  of  Night.”  While 
William,  emerging  out  of  Darknefs,  brought  on  the  aufpici- 
ous  Day.  His  Influence  difpelled  each  Fear,  renewed  the 
Laws,  emancipated  Religion,  burft  each  mental  Fetter,  and 
let  Reafon  free. 

Idence  this  truly  Royal  Eflablifhment  of  Science  and 
Religion;  an  Eflablifhment,  which  claims  not  only  fuffice, 
but  the  irreverfible  Laws  of  Humanity  as  its  proper  Bafis. 

I  am  well  aware  that  even  the  Idea  of  a  free  Toleration, 
in  Matters  of  Religion,  has  been  a  Source  of  endlefs  Ap- 
prehenfions,  no  lels  weak  than  inhman.  Such  indeed  is 
the  connedting  Tie  in  civil  and  religious  Affairs,  that  they 
feem  alrnoft  infeparably  dependent  on  each  other.  But  Ihould 
we  revert  to  the  original  Principles  of  Society,  we  Hi  all  find 
that  it  was  conftituted  only  for  the  Prefervation  of  civil  In¬ 
ter  e  (Is  :  That  the  Duty  of  die  Magiflrate  refpefdts  thefe 
Things  alone:  That  his  Turifdidtion.  extends  only  to  civil 
Concerns :  And  that  all  civil  Power,  Right  and  Dominion  is 
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bounded  and  confined  to  the  only  Care  of  promoting  thefe 
Things.  As  to  practical,  or  fpeculative  Opinions,  the  judi¬ 
cious  Locke  has  declared  that,  “if  Truth  make  not  her  Way 
into  the  Underftanding  by  her  own  Light,  fhe  will  be  but 
the  weaker  for  any  borrowed  Force,  Violence  can  add  to  her/' 
To  draw  the  exaCt  Lines  between  Light  and  Shade,  is  a 
Difficulty  above  the  Reach  of  human  Art.  It  were  no  lefs 
impracticable  in  this  fliort  Com  pals  to  difcriminate  the 
Boundaries  of  civil  and  religious  Liberty.  We  fhould,  how¬ 
ever,  beware,  left  by  attempting  to  promote,  we  in  FaCf  re¬ 
tard  the  great  Ends  of  Society.  Syftematic  Impofition  en- 
Haves  the  Mind.  Such  is  the  Nature  of  the  Underftanding, 
that  ReftriCtion  cramps  its  Progrefs.  Though  worn  as  Ar¬ 
mour  by  theftrong,  it  deftroys  even  their  Activity,  while  upon 
the  weak,  it  turns  into  a  Load,  and  cripples  the  Body  it  was 
defigned  to  proteCl.  The  theoretical  Knowledge  of  Mankind 
is  fufceptible  of  daily  Improvement,  of  Refinements  which 
not  only  fublimate  Religion,  but  every  Science  that  glows  in 
the  Poet,  or  ftiines  in  the  Philofopher.  The  true  Policy  of 
every  State  will  render  thole  Eftablifhments  which  are 
requifite  as  generous  and  unconfined  as  the  good  Order  of 
Society  fliall  permit.  In  vain  it  is  urged,  that  the  free  Ex- 
ercife  of  Opinions  will  have  the  fame  pernicious  Tendency  in 
religious  Societies  as  in  political,  fince  the  fame  Reafon 
which  argues  the  Non-toleration  of  the  one,  evinces  the 
Juftice  of  the  other.  The  one  is  the  proper  ObjeCl  of  the 
Magiftrate,  the  other  will  not  admit  of  his  Interference. 
That  the  Well-Being  of  Society  has  a  RetrofpeCt  to  religious 
and  moral  Principles,  that  Purity  of  Life  may  be  the  ready 
Means  to  the  Formation  of  Citizens,  Soldiers,  or  Patriots, 
will  admit  of  no  Doubt.  Numerous  are  the  Cafes  in  civil 
Society,  clofely  united  to  its  principal  Welfare,  wherein  the 
Interference  of  the  Magiftrate  would  argue  the  wildeft  Ab- 
furdity.  There  are  Obligations,  mediate,  and  immediate. 
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Each  may  be  equally  productive  of  the  belt  Effects.  But  this 
Difference  will  ever  attend  them  ;  the  one  muft  derive  the 
Neceffity  of  Practice  from  the  Enforcements  of  Law ;  the  o~ 
ther  from  Motives  purely  focial.  “  In  this  ’tis  God  directs  > 
in  that  ’tis  Man.”  Are  not  Magnanimity,  Generality,  Patri- 
otifrn,  and  many  other  exalted  Qualities,  more  attractive  of 
Love  and  Efteem,  than  Faith  or  [uftice?  Are  they  not  as  ef- 
fential  to  the  very  Being  of  Society,  as  any  of  the  municipal 
Virtues  ?  are  they  not  the  Bond,  the  Energy  of  human  Life  ? 
Yet  do  they  appear  elevated  above  the  Reach  of  human  Laws, 
nor  know  any  other  Enforcement  than  the  original  Percep¬ 
tions  of  moral  Beauty.  But  fhould  there  be  Opinions  utter¬ 
ly  fubverfive  of  all  moral  Obligation  ?  Let  them  be  founded 
abroad.  A  Confutation  of  them  will  be  the  lefs  difficult. 
The  Vegetable  which  delights  in  Shade  withers  at  the  firft 
Beam  of  the  Sun :  The  Fuel  which  is  concealed  threatens 
inevitable  Ruin.  Befides,  the  Power,  which  the  focial  Com¬ 
pact  confers,  extending  no  farther  than  to  the  Advancement 
of  public  Utility,  the  Subject  cannot,  in  Juflice,  be  account¬ 
able  for  any  Opinions  he  may  entertain,  that  do  not  effeft  its 
political  Interells.  There  may  be  a  Profefiion  of  Faith  purely 
focial,  the  Tenets  of  which,  it  is  the  Province  of  the  Legif- 
lature  to  determine.  Thefe,  however,  are  to  be  confidered, 
not  as  Articles  of  Religion,  but,  as  Sentiments  which  the 
good  Order  of  Society  requires.  To  fome,  this  Freedom  of 
Mind,  this  Liberty  of  Thought,  may  feem  the  ready  Avenues 
to  Corruption  and  Depravity.  Human  Life,  thus  unhinged, 
the  univerfal  Fabric  appears  already  difmembering.  But  Inch, 
to  an  Audience,  liberal  as  the  prefent,  I  need  not  proclaim 
the  open  Enemies  to  Truth.  They  hold  the  prepared  Fet¬ 
ters,  and  declare  their  Refolution  to  enllave.  They  may,  it 
is  certain,  when  affilted  by  particular  Courts,  proper  Officers, 
well-timed  Severities,  add  to  thefe  excrutiating  Inquefts,  im- 
pofe  any  Belief,  however  abfurd.  To  the  eternal  Difgrace  of 


many  Countries,  the  Trial  lias  already  been  made  with  Suc- 
cefs.  For  even  fuppofe  the  1  ruth  to  be  tlius  propagated,  it 
mult  reilecl  the  greatell  Ignominy  as  well  upon  the  Impofer 
as  the  Believer:  Since,  by  the  fame  Means,  he,  who  is  now 
the  orthodox  Chriftian,  might  have  been  the  molt  ftrenuous 
Pagan,  Jew,  or  Mahometan. 

Should  Experience  be  admitted  as  of  any  Weight,  Experi¬ 
ence  will  ihew,  that  tho  e  Societies  have  ever  enjoyed  the 
greater!:  Share  of  Profperity,  where  the  Magistrate  has  moft 
itridtly  confined  his  Attention  to  civil  Interefts.  Flanders, 
once  the  moll  flouriftiing  Country  in  Europe,  how  was  ihe  re¬ 
duced  by  the  fanatic  Attempts  of  Philip  the  Second?  How 
was  France  depopulated?  beggared,  by  the  Revocation  of  the 
Edifit  of  Nantz?  Does  not  Holland  behold  her  Streets  fwarrn- 
ing  with  induftrious,  wealthy  Citizens !  Has  not  Britain, 
long  fince  in  Theory,  found  this  to  be  the  Nerve,  Support 
and  Glory  of  the  Land?  The  Reign  of  George  the  Third 
will  be  forever  diftinguifhed  in  the  Records  of  Mankind,  as 
the  glorious  iEra  in  which  this  Truth  hath  been  realized  to  its 
utmoft  Extent.  Docs  not  that  neighbouring  Colony,  in  whofe 
Domain,  the  Sons  of  Britain  lately  fought  the  woodland  War, 
peircing  deep  into  Nature’s  Works,  in  generous  Arts,  exalted, 
afpire  to  gain  the  Athenian  Laurel  ?  Shameful  indeed,  mull 
have  been  the  Diftance,  which  this,  her  cider  Siller  had  main¬ 
tained,  had  neither  the  coy  Arts,  nor  Wit,  nor  Wifdom  here 
found  a  Sanctuary.  Her  filken  Race,  the  mere  Vermin  of 
the  Spring,  mull  have  continued  a  tall  el  efs,  gaily-gilded 
Train.  Their  Ignorance,  their  Poverty  mult  have  flimulated 
each  grofs  Defire.  Such  their  Third  for  Luxury,  u  that  were 
a  Buyer  found,  they  had  Hood  prepared  to  fell  their  Birth¬ 
right  for  a  cooling  Draught.” 

The  Time  has  been  when  Men  Rood  amenable  not  only  for 
their  Actions,  but  their  Opinions.  Ignorance  had  dropped 
the  Man,  and  exalted  into  Majefty  the  Mantle.  Religion, 
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public  Order,  tottered  on  their  Bafe,  if  a  Deviation,  but  in 
Thought,  marked  the  meaneft  Slave.  Such  Sentiments  mud 
ever  betray  a  Littlenefs  of  Soul,  that  would  degrade  even  a 
Scythian,  a  Tartar  or  a  Turk.  Servile  Spirits  are  held  in  Awe 
by  idle  Apprehenfions  of  the  Word.  The  Good,  if  that  they 
can  difcover,  they  catch  at,  as  the  Philofoper  the  fetting  Star, 
which  he  dreads  will  never  more  arife.  Such  are  the  Maxims 
which  diftrefs  Mankind.  This  the  Soil,  in  which  Perfecution 
lias  ever  ftricken  the  deepeft  Root.  Europe !  how  deadly  a 
Portion  of  this  Vengeance  has  thou  not  often  felt!  Plow  often 
heard  the  threatening  Voice,  “fubmit  ye  Laity,  ye  prophane ! 
Earth  is  the  Lord’s,  and  therefore  ours ;  let  Kings  allow  the 
common  Claim,  and  Half  be  theirs ;  if  not,  behold !  the 
facred  Lightning  flies.”  But  not  even  the  Pen  of  Fate,  dipt 
in  its  deepeft  Gall,  can  defcribe  thofe  Miferies  which  attend 
on  the  Want  of  Liberty  *,  while  the  Enjoyment  of  it  mu  ft 
prove  that  Bethefda,  whofe  falubrious  Waters  contain  a 
Remedy  for  every  Difeafe.  It  prompts  the  philofophic  Mind 
to  found  the  Depths  of  Science,  of  Wifdom,  and  of  Truth. 
It  bids  the  bold  Idea  to  arife,  infufes  lovely  Forms,  polilhed 
by  the  intellectual  Touch,  the  moral  Venus  fhines  with 
double  Charms.  Thus  we  are  enabled  to  embrace  a  more 
than  cloudy  Faith.  Thus,  the  Mind  will  be  freed  from  fer- 
vile  Fear,  a  Gladnefs  will  be  diflufed  through  the  Heart,  in¬ 
ferior  with  fuperior  be  feen  connected,  and  human  with 
divine. 

To  you,  my  Fellow  Students,  would  I  now  more  particular¬ 
ly  addrefs  myfelf.  We  were  born  to  be  free.  Let  it  be  our 
Concern  to  become  worthy  Freemen.  Let  us  remember  how 
much  we  owe  our  Friends,  our  Country,  Mankind.  Let  every 
generous  Feeling  of  Humanity,  every  Difpoiition  which  irra¬ 
diates  a  private  Station,  illuminate  the  Public.  Lie  who  is 
in  a  public  Capacity,  is  in  a  Situation  of  Power  and  Energy. 
It  is  not  lefs  criminal  to  lleep  upon  the  Watch,  than  to  de- 
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fert  the  Station.  Life  is  but  a  defpicable  Lodger  in  that  Breaffi 
which  Honor  and  public  Spirit  leave  untenanted.  In  Studies, 
whether  of  Philolophy  or  Art,  whether  to  trace  the  fair  Idea, 
or  to  explore  the  finiihed  Gem  among  the  Ruins  of  Antiquity, 
purfue  each  Objecft  with  noble  Emulation.  Let  Reafon  di¬ 
rect  the  Procefs,  while  the  moral  Page  informs  the  Heart. 
Let  not  the  awful  Talk  obfcure  the  Gleam  of  youthful  Hope, 
that  dawns  upon  your  Minds  ;  but,  led  by  the  daring  Genius 
of  Sages,  Heroes,  Bards,  pierce  the  deep  academic  Grove, 
where  Wifd.om  reigns  with  Beauty  and  with  Truth.  Con¬ 
temn  the  fervile  Sons  of  Luxury  and  Pleafure.  Crouch  not 
to  the  Sons  of  Bigot- Rage  ;  nor  paufe  a  Moment  to  join  the 
godlike  Band.  Eternal  Truth  fhall  thus  difclofe  the  Elyfian 
Scenes,  fhall  open  a  glorious  Frofpect  through  the  hallowed 
Shades  of  diftant  Worlds. 

Your  free  Powers, 

The  generous  Pow’rs  of  the  prevailing  Mind, 

Not  for  the  Talk  of  idly  fquandered  Flours, 

Lewd  Brawls  and  lurking  Slanders,  were  defignecl. 

Be  ye  your  oven  Approvers.  Honefl  Praife 

Oft  nobly  fways 
Ingenuous  Youth. 

But  fought  from  Cowards  and  the  lying  Mouthy 
*  Praife  is  Reproach.  Eternal  G  o  d  alone 
For  Mortals  fixeth  the  liiblime  Award. 

He,  from  the  faithful  Records  of  his  Throne 
Bids  the  Hiftorian  and  the  Bard 
Difpofe  of  Flonours  and  of  Scorn  ; 

Difcern  the  Patriot  from  the  Slave ; 

And  write  the  good,  the  veife,  the  brave 
For  Leffons  to  the  Multitude  unborn*” 
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